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Synopsis

The Library of Congress brings booklovers an enriching tribute to the power of the written word and
to the history of our most beloved books. Featuring more than 200 full-color images of original
catalog cards, first edition book covers, and photographs from the library’s magnificent archives, this
collection is a visual celebration of the rarely seen treasures in one of the world’s most famous
libraries and the brilliant catalog system that has kept it organized for hundreds of years. Packed
with engaging facts on literary classicsé "from Ulysses to The Cat in the Hat to Shakespeare’s First
Folio to The Catcher in the Ryeé "this package is an ode to the enduring magic and importance of

books.
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Customer Reviews

From Carla Hayden, Librarian of Congress A¢A AceWe strive to ensure that all citizens can fully
and freely access information, pursue knowledge, and make use of our shared cultural

heritage.A¢A As  View larger

View larger View larger View larger

View larger  Readers will find: - A Shakespeare First Folio - A first edition of The Scarlet Letter.
- W. E. B. Du Bois&#039; The Souls of Black Folk. - The Catin the Hat. - Little Women. - A first
edition of Huckleberry Finn with a hand-written note from Mark Twain. - Narrative of the Life of

Frederick Douglass. ...and much more.



a ceA lively, superbly well-curated, and handsomely illustrated celebratory volume.a | An irresistible
treasury for book and library lovers.a « & "Booklist Starred Reviewé ceThis book about card catalogs,
written and published in cooperation with the Library of Congress, is beautifully produced,
intelligently written, and lavishly illustrateda |. The Card Catalog is many things: a lucid overview of
the history of bibliographic practices, a paean to the Library of Congress, a memento of the
cherished card catalogs of yore, and an illustrated collection of bookish triviaa |. The illustrations are
amazing: luscious reproductions of dozens of cards, lists, covers, title pages, and other images

guaranteed to bring a wistful gleam to the book nerda ™s eye.a « & "The Washington Post

Carla Hayden is the Librarian of Congress.The Library of Congress is an unparalleled world

resource. Based in Washington, D.C., the library holds more than 165 million items.

And maybe not just librarians, but 'm one and can't tell. Good text, interspersed with wonderful card

reproductions. Oh, those hand-written cards! They provide a flavor of literacy that will never return.

Terrific historical account of the beloved card catalog, and includes wonderful photos of original
cards and furniture and libraries. I'm a librarian who gave this as a gift to a retiring caloging librarian

friend. She loves it! And she said her husband was fascinated, too.

An interesting book on the Congressional Library. Has an over abundance of pictures and
illustrations that don’t really contribute to the overall story. It does have a place in the overall
understanding of library development, but there are other sources available on that do a more
complete review of that topic. Some of them do not cover all the years that book does, so it does
have a niche. | read this book as a result of a review in a local newspaper and am not sorry that |
did. If your interests are library science or how the Congressional Library operates, then this book
will be of interest. It is marginally useful if your interest in the larger topic of information or

knowledge management.

What a fun book! | got this book for my bookworm husband and he loves it. Card catalogs have so
much history- the librarians, the patrons who checked them out, and the time an older book was
popular. It has a little more than just a coffee table book, but it does look beautiful on the shelf too. |

recommend this to all bookworm or someone who loves the printed word, they’ll appreciate the



history, not just the novelty.

| had to have this book since | worked at a public library. It is interesting seeing the old ways that

they did things. It's much more interesting than the way it is done now with computers!

| discovered in college just what a treat using the library card catalog could be: Subjects in the card
catalog lead to other previously unconsidered subjects, which increased the depth and width of
knowledge about and around the initial subject. This book rekindles that thrill.

Great--If anybody know about books is the staff of LC, PAC

Great gift for a librarian or a bibliophile
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